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SPEECH BY THE P R E M I E R , MR. DUNSTAN, AT THE OPENING OF THE MALAY LANGUAGE 
&• CULTURE A S S O C I A T I O N OF S . A . WEEKEND MARKET . 1 1 / 1 2 / 7 1 . 
MR. A R I F F I N , L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN: 
IT G IVES ME MUCH PLEASURE TH IS MORNING TO BE ABLE TO OPEN "PASAR MINGGU" 
THE WEEKEND MALAY MARKET ORGANISED BY YOUR A S S O C I A T I O N . 
IT HAS BEEN ORGANISED AS PART OF THE A S S O C I A T I O N ' S CONTINUING EFFORT TO 
LET SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N S KNOW MORE ABOUT THE CUSTOMS, CULTURE AND C U I S I N E 
OF OUR NEIGHBOURS TO THE NORTH. 
THERE IS NOW A WIDE GENERAL ACCEPTANCE IN THE A U S T R A L I A N COMMUNITY OF 
THE P O L I T I C A L AND ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE OF THE SOUTH EAST A S I A N REGION TO 
A U S T R A L I A . I T ' S A C C E P T E D , TOO, THAT WE ARE OURSELVES PART OF TH IS A S I A N 
AND P A C I F I C REGION WITH AN IMPORTANT PART TO PLAY IN I T . TO A VERY 
CONS IDERABLE EXTENT OUR D E S T I N I E S ARE I N T E R M I N G L E D . 
BUT IT IS V I T A L TO A U S T R A L I A ' S INTERESTS THAT RELAT IONS DEVELOP BETWEEN 
OURSELVES AND OUR NEIGHBOURS ON A B A S I S OF. CO - PARTNERSH IP AND MUTUAL 
R E S P E C T , 
AS I ' V E S A I D , THERE IS BROAD ACCEPTANCE OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THE AREA 
BUT T H I S IS S T I L L A SOMEWHAT ABSTRACT NOTION . 
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D E S P I T E THE CONTINUALLY GROWING TRADE AND OTHER T I E S THERE IS A 
S U R P R I S I N G IGNORANCE AMONG ORDINARY SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N S OF THE WAY.OF L I F E 
IN SOUTH EAST A S I A N C O U N T R I E S . 
T H I S IS NO LONGER QUITE AS TRUE AS WOULD HAVE BEEN THE CASE A DECADE 
AGO THANKS IN PART TO THE EFFORTS OF YOUNG AS IANS STUDYING HERE : THE 
LEADING ROLE OF A S I A N PERFORMERS AT THE ADELA IDE F E S T I V A L AND THE 
SWELL ING VOLUME OF TOURISM . 
BUT S T I L L THE AVERAGE SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N KNOWS VERY L I T T L E OF CONDITIONS 
IN SOUTH EAST AS IAN C 0 U N T R I E 5 , OF THE PROBLEMS AND OF THE REMARKABLE 
ACHIEVEMENTS AND C I V I L I S A T I O N S OF THEIR I N H A B I T A N T S . 
TH IS IS WHY I THINK A FUNCTION SUCH AS TH IS I S SO IMPORTANT . 
IN L E T T I N G SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N S KNOW MORE ABOUT MALAY L I F E AND CUSTOMS 
IT P L A Y S A VALUABLE PART IN THE TOTAL INFORMATIONAL EFFORT NECESSARY 
I F CO -OPERAT ION BETWEEN A U S T R A L I A AND HER NEIGHBOURS IS TO BE 
E F F E C T I V E . 
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IT ALSO HA5 A VERY C I V I L I S I N G EFFECT IN THAT IT ENABLES A U S T R A L I A N S , 
M A L A Y S I A N S , S INGAPOREANS AND INDONESIANS TO MINGLE IN A FREE AND 
EA5Y WAY. 
IT T E L L S SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N S SOMETHING OF THE E X T R A O R D I N A R I L Y R ICH 
AND COMPLEX CULTURE WHICH I S THE HIGHEST ACHIEVEMENT OF MALAYAN 
C I V I L I S A T I O N . 
S I R , I CONGRATULATE YOU ON THE WAY IN WHICH Y O U ' V E ORGANISED 
"PASAR M INGGU" . THERE CAN BE FEW MORE ENJOYABLE WAYS OF LEARNING 
ABOUT EACH OTHER THAN AT AN EVENT L I K E TH IS AND I ' M SURE IT WILL 
BE THE SUCCESS IT DESERVES TO B E . 
THANK YOU. 
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